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After the success of Christchurch Stands Tall,  
Wild in Art is bringing a second public art trail to 
Christchurch in spring 2020 – Pop Up Penguins!
Over 100 penguin sculptures, all uniquely decorated by artists, community 

groups and school children, will appear in locations across Christchurch. 

For 10 weeks, they will form a fun, free, family-friendly art “waddle” for 

residents and visitors to discover.

A feel-good campaign we can all be proud of, Pop Up Penguins brings 

communities together to help them celebrate their city through creativity. 

Trail explorers young and old will have fun rediscovering their city, learning 

about the artwork, and spending time together. They will get outdoors, 

walk more and share their stories. 

And after entertaining and bringing people together, the legacy of Pop Up 

Penguins continues as many of the sculptures will be auctioned to raise 

vital funds for local children’s charity, Cholmondeley Children’s Centre. 

We’d love your school to be involved!
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Wild in Art is a leading producer of creative 

events that transform places into free, family- 

friendly, outdoor art galleries. Since 2008 they 

have animated more than 50 cities across the 

world with sculptures, helping millions of people 

experience art outside of traditional settings. 

The sculptures provide an exceptional, creative 

opportunity to engage people in important topics 

- from environmental issues and the natural 

world, to citizenship, and health and wellbeing, to 

name a few. 

In 2014, Christchurch Stands Tall brought 100 

giraffe sculptures to the city. 48 schools deco-

rated 1.3 metre high giraffe sculptures, which 

were displayed in groups in 11 indoor locations. 

Approximately, 10,000 school children and young 

people were connected to Christchurch Stands 

Tall through the Learning Programme. 

We hope to engage even more schools in the  

Pop Up Penguins project, but we only have a  

finite number of little penguin sculptures, so 

please do sign up as it will be on a first come, 

 first served basis.

The large, sponsored penguin sculptures  

included on the trail will be sold at an auction in 

December. 75% of the proceeds of the Pop Up 

Penguins auction will be given to Cholmondeley 

Children’s Centre. 

Cholmondeley offers short term respite care for 

children aged 3 to 12 years living in Canterbury. 

Their service can be accessed in times of whānau 

stress or crisis, or as part of regular planned 

stays. The centre remains a safe haven to 500 

children a year. We are thrilled to be supporting 

such a wonderful cause.

Brought to you by Wild in Art 
together with Harcourts
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Gateway to Antarctica - Christchurch is 
one of five Antarctic gateway cities in the 
world. The other four are: Hobart, Australia, 
Ushuaia, Argentina, Punta Arenas, Chile and 
Cape Town, South Africa.

Christchurch proudly hosts the United States 
Antarctic Program and the national Antarctic 
programmes of Italy, Korea and New Zealand, 
with Christchurch Airport and Lyttelton Port 
as key logistics hubs hosting Antarctic bound 
planes and icebreaker/research vessels. 
French and German researchers also come 
through Christchurch en route to Antarctica, 
as do Chinese researchers.

Peaceful collaboration - The Antarctic  
Treaty was signed by an initial twelve  
nations in 1959 and states that the purpose 
of Antarctica is dedicated to “peaceful  
purposes only” and “freedom of scientific 
investigation.” It is a true example of how 
diverse nations can cooperate to share and 
protect the environment for current and 
future generations.

Climate Change - Like penguins, Christchurch 
is vulnerable to the physical impacts of  
climate change, such as sea-level rise, 
drought, and floods. That’s why the city 
has a Climate Smart Strategy, to reduce our 
greenhouse gas emissions by saving energy, 
reducing waste and by being powered with 
renewable sources of energy such as wind, 
hydro and solar.

Discovery - The emperor penguin was  
given its scientific name, Aptenodytes 
forsteri, in honour of Johann Reinhold  
Forster, the naturalist on board James Cook’s 
second voyage to the Southern Ocean. 

Exploration - Christchurch has a long  
history of involvement with the Antarctic, 
from the early days of Southern Ocean  
exploration, as a vital port during the heroic 
era expeditions of discovery and the  
scientific age of the International Geophysical 
Year, through to today as a hub of Antarctic 
research and logistics. 

Why a penguin?
PENGUIN FUN FACTS

Unlike most birds—which lose and replace 
a few feathers at a time—penguins moult 
all at once, spending two or three weeks 
land-bound as they undergo what is called 
the ‘catastrophic moult’.

Penguins are flightless birds,  
but they can swim really 
well, the Gentoo Penguin can 
reach swimming speeds up 
to 22 mph.

Despite their lack of visible  
ears, penguins have excellent 
hearing and rely on distinct  
calls to identify their mates 
when returning to the crowded 
breeding grounds.

Fossils place the earliest 
penguin relative at some 60 
million years ago, meaning 
an ancestor of the birds we 
see today survived the mass 
extinction of the dinosaurs.

Yellow eyed penguins (or 
Hoiho) are endangered 
penguins native to New 
Zealand. One of their four 
major breeding grounds is 
on Banks Peninsula.

Emperor Penguins are the 
tallest species, standing 
nearly 4 feet tall. The 
smallest is the Little Blue 
Penguin, which is only 
about 16 inches.

PENGUINS CONNECT US TO ALL KINDS OF INSPIRATIONAL THEMES

The Pop Up Penguins sculpture has been specially 
designed for this year’s event in Christchurch.  
It is based on the newly awarded, NZ Bird of the  
Year – the hoiho or yellow-eyed penguin. Hoiho is  
only one of 17 species of penguins living around  
the Southern Hemisphere and there is so much 
to learn about all of them!



A sculpture and   
theme are chosen

Companies 
sponsor the event

Sponsors choose a design 
for their sculpture

A trail is plotted 
around the city

Schools design 
and decorate 
small sculptures

For 10 weeks, 
hundreds of 
thousands of people 
follow the trail

Proceeds of the 
auction are given 

to charity

At the end of the public art 
trail the sponsored sculptures 
are sold at an auction

Community groups work with 
an artist and design a sculpture 
that represents them

Artists submit designs
and are commissioned 
to decorate

How Pop Up  
Penguins works

A feel-good campaign we can all be proud 
of, Pop Up Penguins will connect corporate, 
public and community partners around the 
city providing a uniquely creative avenue 
for collabortation. All while supporting 
Cholmondeley Children's Centre.
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TERM ONE
Schools sign up to be included in the Learning Programme. 

These schools will be sent an information pack and registration 

form. Schools will register and pay for their school’s penguin. 

Registered schools will receive a Learning Programme pack to 

help prepare for the arrival of their penguin.

TERM TWO
School penguins will be delivered. The fun begins – 

design, paint and varnish! We hope to offer special Pop 

Up Penguin themed events and activities that will help 

inspire pupils as they create their penguin for the trail.

TERM FOUR
During the Pop Up Penguins trail, we will run themed  

weeks and hope to offer special events and activities that 

schools can get involved in. The trail will come to an end  

and the penguins will come back to the Pop Up Penguins team. 

 A special Farewell Event will see all sculptures on the trail,  

large and small, displayed one last time, all together in  

one place. After the Farewell Event, the school sculptures  

will be returned to their schools to keep forever.

TERM THREE
The Pop Up Penguins team will come and pick 

up school sculptures. We will ask for a name, the 

story behind the design and a school logo, for Pop 

Up Penguins marketing materials. The Pop Up 

Penguin trail will go live and the school penguins 

will be on display for 10 weeks.   

Learning Programme Timeline
We’re still working on lots 
of details and talking with 
organisations that are really 
interested in making the  
Pop Up Penguins Learning 
Programme as special as can 
be. We will develop a Learning 
Programme Pack that will be 
full of information to inspire 
and engage your pupils with 
the Pop Up Penguins project. 
Plus, during the project,  
we hope to offer special  
activities and events for 
schools to get involved in. 
We’ll keep you posted!
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Through receiving Learning Programme sponsorship and funding, 

we aim to keep the costs to schools as low as possible. Our aim is 

to offer inclusion in the Learning Programme to schools at a cost 

of only $300+GST. 

What will this include?

A little penguin sculpture (1 metre high) for your school to design 

and decorate

A cross-curricular learning resource pack, with lesson plans,  

classroom templates and activities

Exhibition of your school penguin in a high-profile, city-wide art 

trail (sculpture will feature on the app and website, plus a listing 

on the trail map)

Invitations and opportunities for Pop Up Penguins events and 

activities created specifically for schools involved in the project

A Schools Co-ordinator who will help you get the most out of 

your participation in the project

Your sculpture returned to keep forever at the end of the trail

Learning Programme  
Penguin Package
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Sign Up for the Learning Programme

PRESENTING PARTNER

DELIVERY PARTNERS

JOIN A GREAT PENGUIN SUPPORT TEAM

popuppenguins.co.nz

COMMUNITY PARTNER

To sign up for the Pop Up Penguins Learning Programme and 

receive information on how your school can register, please 

complete and submit a form online at: www.popuppenguins.co.nz

If you have any questions about Pop Up Penguins or would like to 

discuss the project with one of our team, please send us an email 

to: learning@popuppenguins.co.nz 

Exploration

NZ Bird 
of the Year

Gateway to 
Antarctica

Climate change – 
what can we do?

Community


